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AGM 30/01/2020 
 
Apologies: 
Tony Lewis, Garry Christie, Ross Foster, Nigel Jones, Nick Humphrey, Mick O'Brien, Jayme Bacon 
Tony Body, David Hudson, John Pudge, Mike Rushgrove, Phil Sills, Will Bevan, Tom Spellane   
 
 
Tommy Santillo welcomed everyone attending the AGM and advised that the Assistant Provincial 
Secretary Don Preddy would be taking photos throughout the evening and if any brother has a 
problem with appearing on camera that may be posted to the internet, could you please let 
Don know, along with Paul Sable, who was also taking photos of the event.  
 
Tommy Santillo then moved to the first order of business, the introduction of club officers, he 
welcomed the Provincial Grand Master (PGM) Michael Holland to take the floor. 
 
The PGM welcomed all brethren and spoke of what a special occasion this is; the launch of the 
Caeruleum Club - the new and young Masons club for the province of Herefordshire.  
 
The PGM said he had much pleasure in joining us and in being our Club Patron. The PGM took a few 
moments to introduce the officers, the Chairman - Tommy Santillo, the President - Christopher 
Barrett, the Secretary - Joseph Dignam and the Treasurer - Ian Pritchard.  
 
The PGM then explained how the club will have Five appointed Vice Patrons, who are there to help 
and support the club and that their Vice Patronage’s were tied to their Provincial Rank. As the 
Provincial appointments change, so will the clubs Vice Patrons.  The PGM will keep back one 
‘floating’ or ‘discretionary appointment’ that is not linked to a Provincial Rank, giving the club five 
Vice Patrons (and one Patron) in total. 
 
The Vice Patrons were then announced: 

- The Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Graham King 
- The Provincial Grand Secretary, Mike Hopkins 
- The Provincial Mentor, David Hudson. The PGM gave apologies on David’s behalf.  
- The Information and Guidance Group Lead, Dennis Roberts 
- The Provincial Grand Director of Ceremonies, Chris Burrow (floating appointment)  

 
The PGM then spoke about the conception of the club which started for him about 18 months prior, 
when he was still the Deputy Provincial Grand Master. His concept was to put together a club that 
would become an integral part of the province, providing representation on committees such as the 
Information and Guidance Group.   
 
The PGM stressed that the Caeruleum Club is the future of Freemasonry within this Province, he 
continued and thanked, Chris Barrett, Tommy Santillo and the other members of the club for their 
work and input. The PGM wished us luck and looked forward to asking the Pro Grand Master or 
presiding officer at Grand Lodge to welcome the Caeruleum Club at our visit to Quarterly 
Communication in June – encouraging as many to attend as possible. The PGM handed over to the 
Club Chairman.  
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Tommy thanked the PGM, addressing him as the Club Patron.  
 
The Chairman thanked everyone for placing their trust in him to be the inaugural chairman of the 
Caeruleum Club and went on to explain that Caeruleum means light blue in Latin, so the name of this 
club is literally ‘the light blue club'. 
 
The Chairman continued to say that the light blue club is aimed at Brethren from Entered Apprentice 
onwards, who have yet to achieve Provincial or Grand rank honours. The idea for a light blue club 
has been around for some time, the Provincial Grand Secretary has minutes dating back to 2014 - 
when W. Bro Mike Hopkins first raised the suggestion. A copy of these minutes is attached for the 
club’s historic records.  
 
The Chairman gave a brief history of the club’s formation: Brother Chris Barrett was approached by 
the Late Right Worshipful Past Provincial Grand Master David Bowen, about the prospect of forming 
such a club.  Chris explored if there was enough interest in this project with other Herefordshire 
based light blues.  In the Summer of 2019, with the backing of those in attendance, Chris appointed 
Tommy Santillo as Chairman to help get this project to launch. 
 
Since the passing of the Late RW Past Provincial Grand Master David Bowen, our new Provincial 
Grand Master Michael Holland and his Provincial team have been equally as encouraging and 
passionate towards this project. Tommy, on behalf of the entire Caeruleum Club, thanked our Club 
Patron and his Vice Patrons for their guidance, help and support. 
 
Tommy continued to say that club Membership is open to all ‘light blue” masons - and for the first 
year is free. There is no age restriction, as in early discussions it was felt age shouldn’t stop light blue 
brothers from socialising with each other. Upon achieving Provincial (or Grand) rank honours 
members will be able to complete their current membership year. After this, they are welcome to 
attend Club social events but will no longer be eligible for membership. 
 
Tommy outlined the club’s main objectives - the ‘three E’s’: 
 
EXPLORE: to visit other lodges and provinces. To connect with brothers near, far and wide. To raise 
the public profile of freemasonry. 
 
ENCOURAGE: to assist the club’s members to enjoy their freemasonry. By listening to their feedback 
and acting as a representative body for the ‘light blue’ generation of Freemasons in this Province. 
 
ENGAGE: Thirdly, to provide frequent social events for our members to come together, as we hope 
to strengthen the fraternal bonds of friendship. 
 
Tommy then listed some of those social events and said that the majority of these events are open 
to wives, girlfriends and partners. Events mentioned included: 
 
- A private curry night at Hereford football club in the VIP suite 
- A tour of chase distillery 
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- The escape rooms in Worcester 
- In May we're visiting Loyal Hay for their infamous third degree 
- A hog roast after the cathedral service in June 
- A visit to the Quarterly Communication at Grand lodge in London, followed by a late-night jack the 
ripper walking tour 
- Paintballing 
- Pizza and bowling 
- Morgan Cars Factory Tour 
- Go Karting 
 
Tommy again thanked the members for choosing him as the inaugural Chairman. He thanked the 
efforts of our Secretary - Joseph Dignam, and Treasurer - Ian Pritchard, he offered his personal 
thanks to Geoff Wilding who helped design both the logo and club tie. The Chairman ended his 
speech by thanking our Club Patron Michael Holland and his Vice Patrons. 
 
Tommy then Handed over to Chris Barrett  
 
Chris thanked everyone for their support, and for coming along, he spoke about the good feedback 
from the club and neighbouring provinces.  
 
The Chairman then announced the final order of business, the signing of the constitution: officially 
launching the Caeruleum Club.  He invited the Club Patron to be the first to put pen to paper.  
 
The Patron said that he had great pleasure in signing the constitution and invited the Chairman and 
President to co-sign, the time was approximately 18:30 on the 30th January 2020. 
 
The PGM then presented the Club with two cheques: one for £500 from the province as a launch 
donation and a further cheque for £300 which was a personal donation from W. Bro John Pudge of 
St Peters Lodge.  
 
The PGM then presented the club tie to the President and the Chairman, who in turn presented ties 
to the five club Patrons, the Club Treasurer and Club Secretary. 
 
Brother Matt Wilson asked if he could add to the meeting, he said that on his journey through 
Masonry he had been very lucky to go through the chain of what we do, he continued to say that 
when he was in lodge, he had something to do, but to come into the club, to be involved, he could 
attend the club, and was relaxed and could enjoy the evening, he felt that this was going to be very 
good for us. He received a hearty round of applause from the brethren in attendance.  
 
The AGM was closed at 18:34 
 
The following page contains the Provincial Grand Masters Executive Meeting, which includes the 
original proposition of the formation of a Light Blues Club 
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